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THE following Letter, relating to 
an affair of a local nature, will probably 
fall into the hands of few perſons who are not 
well acquainted with the occaſion and deſign 


Hit. 


To the public at large, it would certainly 
| prove à curious piece of information, that a 
clergyman, may be found, in this land of 
liberty, who, with ſomething like threats of 
violence indeed, but without any ſhew of reaſon 
or pretence of right, has dared to require a 
religious ſociety, with whom he has no con- 
nexion, to diſmiſs a number of poor children 
willing to come to them for inſtruction. Of 
ſuch temerity and folly (to call it by no worſe 

| B 2 name) 
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name) has the Vicar of St. Nicholas, i: 
the borough of Warwick fhewn himſelf 
capable. 


The clergy are perfectly right in endea- 


vouring to ſupport the credit of their ſchools. 
But they ſhould certainly find ſome other way 
of doing it, than by overturning the ſchools of 
their Difſenting neighbours. If they would 
be inſtructed by me (fas eſt ab hoſte doceri) 
they would take care to give great attention 
to the internal regulation of their own ſchools, 
without interfering in thoſe of others; and 
to oppoſe, not power to right, but zeal and 


activity to zeal and activity. 
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My Townſmen and Neighbours, 
M OST of you have heard the 


very ſerious charges, publicly advanced 
againſt the Diſſenters of this town, relat- 
ing to the conduct of their Sunday ſchool, 
which, coming from one of your clergy- 
men, Mr. Miller, you will certainly think 
entitled to ſome credit. The perſons con- 
cerned, as you may eaſily ſuppoſe, can- 
not prevail upon themſelves to fit down 
ſilently and contentedly under charges of 
ſuch a nature; eſpecially as they have 
hitherto been conſiderded as reputable men, 
end therefore have a character, a thing 
dear to all men, to loſe. They have been 
ſo happy as to obtain the good opinion 
of their townſmen and neighbours; they 
13 are 
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are not conſcious that they have done any 
thing to forfeit it; and they naturally 
with, if poſſible, to keep poſſeſſion of it. 
You have heard the charges brought 
againſt them; and you will not refuſe them 
the common juſtice of hearing what they 
have to ſay in vindication of themſelves. 


As Mr. Miller has not thought proper 
to print his charges, or to exhibit them 
fairly in writing, though he has taken 
every other method of making them 
known to the public, I ſhall ſtate them to 
you diſtinctly, and offer a reply to each 
of them in order. 


Mr Miller charges the Diſſenters, in 
the firſt place, with taking an unfair ad- 
vantage 1n the firſt inſtitution of their 
Sunday ſchool. Thus refers to a circum- 
ſtance which ſome of you, perhaps, may 


not immediately recollect. In the Sunday 


{ſchools belonging to the Church, it was 
made a rule, that the children of pariſh- 
oners only, ſhould be admitted. The Diſ- 


ſenters, obſerving that there were many 


0 poor 
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poor children, living in the town and 
neighbourhood, who did not come under 
this deſcription, thought proper to open 
a ſchool for their benefit. What unfair 
advantage they have taken, or meant to 
take, in this, I am at a loſs to diſcover.— 
They found children in the ſtreets, who 
wanted inſtruction, and they reſolved to 
provide them with the means of inſtruc- 
tion. This is what the Diſſenters have 
done, and what Mr. Miller is pleaſed to 
condemn; but what, I am much miſ- 
taken, if you do not think worthy of 
praiſe. 25 e 


But the moſt ſerious part of the charge 
ſeems to be, that the Diſſenters inſtituted 
their ſchool, not for the purpoſe of giving 
young children inſtruction in reading and 
writing, and in the firſt principles of 


religion, but with the view of making _ 


them Diſſenters. Theſe people, ſays Mr. 
Miller, are not thoſe honeſt diſintereſted 
men, who do good purely for the ſake of 
doing good. They have other ſiniſter ends 
in view. They wiſh to train up children to 

B 4 be 
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1 be enemies to the 8 eſtabliſned by 
la. 


You need not to be informed that the 
Diſſenters do certainly hold ſentiments, in 
= which, as Churchmen, you cannot agree. 

They ſtrongly object to the interference 
| of the civil magiſtrate in matters of reli- 
. gion, and maintain the right of private 
| judgment and liberty of conſcience, in its 

fulleſt extent. But though theſe prin- 
ciples diſtinguiſh them, as Diiſſenters, yet 
there are other principles, and thoſe of 
ſtill higher importance, in which they are 
happy to agree with you, and with Chriſ- 
tians of all dethoyinations. Particularly, 
the Diſſenters are fully agreed with you, 
that the true dignity and happineſs of 
man 1s founded in knowledge, and con- 
ſiſts in the practice of piety and virtue. 
They join with you, in deploring the ig- 
norance and vice which prevail amongſt 
the lower orders of men; and wiſh, with 
you, to provide againſt this great and 
growing evil, In opening a Sunday 
ſchool, they have the ſame great object 1 in 
view 
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view with yourſelves. They wiſh to fur- | 


niſh the poor with the means of inſtruc- 


tion. If any of you would take the 


trouble to examine the children of their 
ſchool, you will probably find that moſt 
of them can read, and ſome of them can 
write. If you ſhould aſk them, who made 
them? and what they were made for? and 
other great queſtions in the principles of 
religion, they will probably be able to 
give a pertinent anſwer. But for any thing 
like ſentiments unfriendly to the eſtab- 
liſhed Church, you will certainly enquire 
among them in vain. Even many of the 
books put into their hands, are the pro- 
duction of pious and ſenſible members of 


the Church. The Diſſenters would, by no 


means, be underſtood to be indifferent to 


their principles as Dzſſenters; but of theſe 


they are, at all times, ready to loſe ſight, 
in the greater and more important prin- 
ciples, which belong to them in common 
with all other Chriſtians. 


But if Mr. Miller is to be credited in 
this matter, and not the Diſſenters them- 
ſelves; 


— 
—— 
— 
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ſelves; if their great object be, to teach 
the children of their ſchool the principles 
peculiar to themſelves, as Mr. Miller will 
Have 1t: even then, you muſt be ſenſible, 
they would be doing nothing more than 
what every other man would be juſtified 
in doing. If this were truly the ſtate of 
the caſe, let the clergy only oppoſe them 
by means ſtrictly fair and honourable, and 
they would have no right to complain. 


But Mr. Miller charges the Diſſenters, 
not only with taking an unfair advantage 
in the firſt inſtitution of their ſchool, but 
alſo with uſing unu/? means in ſupporting 
it. The children, ſays he, are offered 
te bribes” to come to their ſchool, in pre- 
ference to that of the church. They are 
told of © money” that will be given them; 
of © cloathing” that will be offered them; 
of © dinners” that will be, ſometimes, 
provided for them. Theſe are the little 
arts, ſays Mr. Miller, by which the Diſ- 
ſenters contrive to ſupport the credit of 
their ſchool, 


This 


Inhabitants of Warwick, 11 


This is Mr. Miller's ſecond charge, and, 
you will ſoon ſee, it is as ill-founded as 
the firſt. It is a notorious fact, and of 
the truth of which any perſon may eaſily 
ſatisfy himſelf, that moſt of the children 
belonging to the Diſſenting ſchool, were 
actually diſiniſſed from that of the Church; 
ſome few excepted, who come from the 
neighbouring villages. With what colour 
of truth, then, can Mr. Miller ſay of theſe 
children, that they were ſeduced, by 
« bribery and corruption,” from the 
Church Sunday ſchool, when the fact is, 
they were diſmiſſed by the managers them- 
ſelves? 


In this caſe, indeed, the Diſſenters have 
never had occaſion to uſe bribery as Mr. 
Miller pretends. It is well known, that 
many more children have applied for ad- 
mittance than could poſſibly be received. 
The liſt of candidates for admiſſion, which 
it has been uſual to keep, has ſeldom been 
without a conſiderable number of names. 
In ſhort, I will venture to ſay, that the 


Diflenters may ſafely give the challenge to 
Mr. Miller, 
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Mr. Muller, or to any other perſon, to pro- 
duce a /ingle inſtance of a child, admitted 
into their ſchool, who did not come with- 
out any previous ſolicitation whatever. 


It 1s very true, that, after their ad- 
miſſion, every mark of favour is ſhewn to 
thoſe children who conduct themſelves 
to the ſatisfaction of the teachers and 
viſiters. Tickets of ſmall value, according 
to a plan propoſed by Mr. Raikes himſelf, 
are given to encourage early and regular 
attendance, and to excite a ſpirit of emula- 
tion, which may at any time be converted 
into money. But this is a very different 
thing from bribery, though it is the only 
thing that Mr. Miller could lay hold of to 
give colour to his charge. And 1s not the 
ſame plan adopted in all well regulated 
ſchools, not only among Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, but alſo among the Members 
of the Church of England ? 


It is alſo very true, as Mr. Miller ſays, 
that articles of cloathing are ſometimes 
given to the children; though it is gene- 

rally 
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rally done in a way that promotes a ſpirit 
of induſtry among them, the children 
being obliged to defray part of the expence. 
But 1s not the ſame thing done in the 
Church ſchools? and in many other Sun- 
day ſchools? And did ever any body, be- 
fore Mr. Miller, think of paſling a cenſure 
upon it, as if it came under the deſcrip-* 

tion of unfair and diſhonourable means of 


ſupporting a ſchool ? 


But the moſt ſerious part of the 
charge, I underſtand to be, that the chil- 
dren belonging to their ſchool, are ſome- 
times invited by Diſſenters, charitably 
diſpoſed, to partake of a dinner. To this 
alſo I believe we muſt plead guilty. I 
find too, from a Letter now before me, 
that the excellent Mr. Raikes is annually 
guilty of the ſame great crime of giving 
« roaſt beef and plumb- pudding,“ as he 


honeſtly confeſſes, to the children of his 
_ pariſh, aſſembled in a large room proper 
for the purpoſe! But what motrve, would 

you think, the crafty Diſſenter hath in 
providing one hearty meal in the week 
| for 
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for a number of poor hungry children ? 
Mr. Miller tells you, that it is “to make 
“ Difſenters.” A hard caſe truly, to which 
the unfortunate Diſſenter is reduced? He 
can neither cloath the naked, nor feed the 
hungry, nor inſtruct the ignorant, with- 
out being ſuſpected of the wicked deſign 


of making Diſſenters ! 


But the Diſſenters, whoſe zeal Mr. 
Miller will perhaps allow might do ho- 
nour to a better cauſe, are not contented 
with 4r:b1ng children to receive inſtruc— 
tion, moſt of whom had been diſmiſſed 
by other inſtructers; they are alſo charged 
with ſeducing the parents of theſe children 
from the communion of the Church eſta- 
bliſned by law; and perſuading them to 
unite, in worſhipping the great Father of 
all, with Proteſtant Diſſenters. 


This is Mr. Miller's third charge 
againſt the Diſſenters. It refers to a plan 
firſt propoſed by Mrs. Trimmer ; a lady 
who does honour to the Church of which 


ſhe is a member; whoſe name, as a friend 
; to 


Inhabitants of Warwick & 15 


to the poor and the friendleſs, I can never 
pronounce without the higheſt reſpect. 
The great object of this plan, which de- 
ſerves at leaſt to be better underſtood, is 
not to raiſe one religious ſociety at the 
expence of another, as Mr. Miller ſeems 
to think; but to increaſe and enlarge 
every religious ſociety, without taking 
from any. It is to bring to a place of 
worſhip, thoſe, among the lower ranks of 
ſociety, who are accuſtomed to attend no 
place of public worſhip at all; to put in 
the way of ſharing the benefits of the 
Chriſtian ſabbath, thoſe who now, care- 
leſsly and thoughtleſsly perhaps, deprive 
themſelves of them. 


Accordingly, the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
never formed the moſt diſtant idea of 
attempting to influence any regular and 
conſcientious members of the Church of 
England. Let Mr. Miller mark what I 
ſay, and diſpute it if he can. The views 
of the Diſſenters were directed quite an- 
other way. It was to a very different 
claſs of men that they looked; to thoſe, 

Who 
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who lived in the profeſſion, neither of 
the religion of the Church, nor of any 
other religion; who, for want of being 
better taught, were uſed to ſpend the 
day, ſet apart for the moſt excellent and 
uſeful purpoſes, in a manner which no 
Chriſtian can mention without ſerious 
diſapprobation. To this deſcription of 
perſons the Diſſenters went: And what 
did they do? They put remonſtrances 
into their hands; pointing out the duty 
of attending public worſhip ; and then in- 
formed them, that the collections uſually 
made for the uſe of the poor, would be 
_ diſtributed among thoſe only who ſhould 
give a regular attendance at the public 
ſervices of religion, and that for the pur- 
poſe of cloathing their children. This is 
a ſimple ſtatement of the whole plan. 
And by its own merits let it ſtand or fall. 


There is another affair which ſeems 
to have given great offence to Mr. Miller, 
and which may be conſidered in the light 
of his fourth charge againſt the Diſſenters. 
It appears, that the place of clerk in the 

Diflenting 
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Diſſenting Chapel, had been offered to a 
perſon who, for ſome time before, had 
been regularly preſent at that place of 
worſhip; who it was not known had ever 
attended any other; but who, it ſeems, 
had been baptized in the days of his 
early infancy, by a clergyman of the 
Church; which, in Mr. Miller's ideas, 
makes a complete Churchman. This 
ſimple offer, made in theſe circumſtances, 
Mr. Miller is pleaſed to call by the hard 
names of *© bribery and corruption ;” with 
what propriety of ſpeech do you deter- 
mine. IT ſuppoſe if the place had been 
offered to Mr. Miller himſelf, provided he 
had been left at perfect liberty to decline 
it (which was preciſely the caſe) he would 
have had no great room to complain. 


I have now finiſhed what I wiſhed to 
ſay, in reply to Mr. Miller's very extra- 
ordinary charges. In the concluding part 
of this Letter, I feel myſelf obliged to 
ſtate to you the particulars of Mr. Mil- 
ler's conduct in the whole of this ſhame- 
ful buſineis ;—in which I will confeſs to 

h B you, 


aw ww r 
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you, I can diſcover neither the 'wiſdom 
of an enlightened philoſopher, nor the 
conſiſtency of a plain honeſt man, nor 
the liberality of a gentleman, nor the 
benevolence of a Chriſtian. Whether this 
be too ſevere a cenſure, do you judge, 
after you have read the following ſtate- 
ment of fa&ts,—for the truth of which 
the Diſſenters are ready to anſwer. 


I begin the account with a friendly 
viſt made to Mr. Miller by ſome of the 
Diſſenters. The converſation turned upon 
Sunday ſchools. Encouraged by the frank 
and open behaviour of Mr. Miller, the 
Diſſenters laid before him an account of 
the management of their Sunday ſchool, 
and of its preſent flouriſhing ſtate. Mr. 
Miller liſtened with attention, as he well 
remembers, and expreſſed greater ſatiſ- 
faction than, I fear, he felt in his heart. 
Can you believe it? This man of candour 
1s the man who, within a few days after, 
ſet himſelf to oppoſe and ruin the inſti- 
tution to which he had juſt given ſo 
much praiſe; and violently forced from 

the 
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the ſchool, children who came to it with 
pleaſure, and left it with tear! 


Soon after this, a conference took 
place; managed by three clergymen on 
the part of the Church of England, and - 
three perſons on the part of the Diſſenters. 
The charges, mentioned in the foregoing 
pages, were fully ſtated and fairly an- 
ſwered. And the three Diſſenters, of 
which I am one, who were preſent on the 
occaſion, do ſolemnly aver, that the cler- 
gymen (and eſpecially Mr. Miller) ex- 
preſsly declared that the whole affair was 
cleared up to their entire ſatisfaction; and 
paſſed compliments on the zeal, activity, 
and charity of the Diſſenters, greater 
than, it was thought, the zeal, activity, 
and charity of the Diſſenters deſerved, 
Mr. Miller went away. The reſt you know. 
You know that he publicly exhibited and 
ſtrenuouſly laboured to ſupport hee very 
charges, which he before declared had 
been anſwered to his entire ſatisfaction. 
This is a tale, at which poor RE 
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Soon after this, Mr. Miller gave the 
Diſſenters to underſtand, that he was come 
to the reſolution of uſing all © fair and 
cc hymourable” means, to induce the chil- 
dren belonging to their ſchool to leave 
it. But what, in Mr. Miller's ideas, are 
fair and honourable means? Let his 
conduct explain them. One perſon he 
threatens to deprive of the bread, another 
of the coals, provided at the public ex- 
pence, unleſs their children were with- 
drawn from the Diſſenting ſchool! 


But there is one affair upon which TI 
cannot animadvert with too much ſeverity. 
One perſon whoſe child belongs to this 
ſchool, and whoſe name Mr. Miller well 
knows, was very &:2dly reminded by him, 
that it was in the power of the ſteward of 
a certain noble Lord to deprive him of his 
work,” This is a reflection upon the cha- 
racter of this great perſonage, which I am 
0 ſatisfied he does not deſerve. Will any man 
ö in the leaſt acquainted with his Lordſhip, 
| venture to ſay, that he can poſſibly de- 
ſcend to the meanneſs of depriving a poor 
= 
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man of his bread, only becauſe he chuſes 
to worſhip God in a Diſſenting meeting- 
houſe, or to ſend his child to be taught 
reading and writing by a Diſſenter? 


I now come to a part of Mr. Mil- 
ler's conduct, which T am ſure every 
perſon whether Churchman or Diſſen- 
ter, in whoſe heart I deſire any ſhare. |: 

will join with me to condemn: I mean 
the ungenerous advantage he attempted 


to take of the late unfortunate diſturb=- 


ances at Birmingham. It 1s well known, 
eſpecially to Mr. Miller himſelf, that 
many of the Diſſenters in this Town are 
nearly related to, or intimately connected 
with, ſome of the principal Diſſenters in 
Birmingham. This time of general alarm 
and diſtreſs, Mr. Miller ſeems to have 
thought the time proper for his purpoſe, 
Their places of worſhip, he knew, were 
deſtroyed ; the houſes of their friends, he 
knew, were in flames; their friends them- 
ſelves flying for their lives. Let us now 
call for theſe Diſſenters, ſays he, and re- 
quire them on pain of our diſpleaſure, 
B 3 to 
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to bend to our will. Let us tell them, 
| that their obſtinacy may bring down 
NH upon themſelves © ſome dreadful conſe- 
1 c quences;” that they have © a Meeting- 
L  _ © houſe and dwellings of their own, that 
1 e may poſſibly in their turn be deſtroyed.” 
Ml They are in deep diſtreſs I perceive, but 
"Th let us take our advantage of it, though it 
may chance to add to their affliction. 
This is hard-hearted cruelty indeed, —for, 
in juſtice to my feelings, I can call it by 
1 no better name. 


And is common pity, my townſmen 
and neighbours, to be denied to the ſuf- 
ferings of Diſſenters, who are men of like 
paſſions with yourſelves, only becauſe they 
think it right to worſhip God according to 
the dictates of their conſciences? Are all 

the generous feelings of humanity to be 
ſuppreſſed, when a Diſſenter is the object; 

I am ſure you cannot think ſo. And by 

the friendley conduct, eſpecially of ſome 

of you, which you have hitherto obſerved 

towards the Diſſenters, you have raiſed 

in their minds, a monument of praiſe 
to 
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to yourſelves, and of honour to your 
Church. 


But I muſt return to my ſtory. At 
the time of general alarm and diſtreſs, juſt 
mentioned ; by a meſſage from Mr. Muller, 
zwo perſons, on the part of the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, were appointed to meet fx 
times that number, on the part of. the 
Church of England. I make no remarks 
upon this; every body muſt ſee, that it 
was quite contrary to all the rules of 
common juſtice and common civility. 


From theſe gentlernen a verbal meſ- 
ſage was brought, which did not appear 
to the Diſſenters to be very clear and ex- 
plicit. But not eaſily conceiving, that 
the members of the Churh could ſeriouſly 
require them to ſhut the doors of their 
ſchools (a thing which they muſt be ſen- 
{ible they have no manner of right to do) 
the Diſſenters charitably ſuppoſed, that 
nothing more would be expected from 
them than to permit all children, -who 
were willing, quietly to depart. | Accord- 


B 4 ingly, 
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ingly, a paper was preſented to the gentle- 
men aſſembled at the Court-houſe. This 


paper will be found at the end of this Let- 
ter, and ſhall be left to ſpeak for itſelf. 


To this paper, a verbal anſwer was 
returned, which made it neceſſary to ſend 
a ſecond letter, which I was deſired to 
addreſs to Mr. Bird, the Mayor of the 
Town, and which, together with the an- 
ſwer to it, will alſo be found at the end of 
this Letter. To theſe papers I have alſo 
ſubjoined a hand-b:ll juſt publiſhed, and 
of which the public will certainly form its 
own opinion. What may be the conſe- 
qeunces of the alarm excited, as Mr. Mil- 
ler fays, by a harmleſs Sunday ſchool, is 
beſt known to Mr. Miller himſelf. 


I ſhall not be at all ſurprized, if the next 
hand-bill a/arms the whole Town, with an 
account that the Sunday ſchool children, 
ſome of whom can juſt lift a ſtraw, are 
actually marching, in cloſe array, armed 
with primers and ſpelling-books, to pull 
down the church and ſteeple to the 
ground ! 
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ground! Before I take my leave of Mr. 
Miller, I will juſt give him one piece of 
intelligence, of which he may make his 
own uſe; that he hath to deal with ob/t7- 
nate men, who are not eaſily to be alarmed 
out of their juſt rights and privileges. 


My townſmen and neighbours, I have 
now laid before you, what I think a fair 
ſtatement of the whole affair, which has 
been ſo much of late the ſubject of con- 
verſation. You will form your own judg- 
ment upon it. And all that myſelf and 
my friends have to with is, that you may 
now follow your own judgment, and not 
ſuffer yourſelves to be any longer mfled 
by a man who, if his object be good, has 
certainly ſhewn himſelf capable of uſing 
the moſt wnjuſtifiable means, in order to 


attain it. 


I am, 
My Townſmen, and Neighbours, 
Your very humble Servant, 
Warwick, WILLIAM FIELD. 
Aug. 8. 1791. 
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A Paper, preſented to the Gentlemen aſſembled at 
the Couri-Houſe, in Warwick, on Wedneſday, 
July 27, to confer upon the Propriety of per- 
mitting the Proteſlant Di 2 to ſupport a 
Sunday School, 


THE Proteſtant Diſſenters, aſſembling at the 
High-ſtreet Chapel, cannot, without great concern, ob- 
ſerve the harmony interrupted, which has ſo long and 
ſo happily ſubſiſted between the members of the Church 
of England and themſelves. And they cannot forbear 
to expreſs their ardent hopes and wiſhes, that mutual 
good underſtanding, may, by mutual forbearance and 
candour be again reſtored, 


The Proteſtant Diſſenters / beg leave to aſſure the 
members of the Church of England, that in inſtituting 
a Sunday ſchool it was their ſole intention to provide 
the means of inſtruction for thoſe poor children, who 
1 could not enjoy the benefit of the Church Sunday 
1 . ſchool; and that their great object has uniformly been, 
= not to inſpire the minds of theſe children with ſenti- 
ments unfriendly to the Church of England, but to 
teach them the great principles of religion and good 

morals common to Churchmen and Difſenters, and to 
Chriſtians of all denominations. , 
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The Proteſtant Diſſenters further beg leave to ſay, 
with regard to the parents of the children belonging to 
their ſchool, that in endeavouring to perſuade them to 

attend 


rr 
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attend their place of worſhip, they have taken particular 
care to influence none whom they knew to be regular 
and conſcientious members of the Church of England; 
but thoſe only, who had been accuſtomed to ſpend the 
ſabbath in a manner, which every good Chriſtian, as 
well as themſelves, muſt ſeriouſly diſapprove. They are 
perſuaded the members of the Church of England will 
agree with them, that it is better to attend any place of 
religious worſhip, than none at all. And if theſe poor 
people can be brought to attend the ſervice of the 
Church of England, the great object of the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters will be anſwered. 


In reply to the remonſtrance lately made to them, 
by the members of the Church of England; the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters are ready to give them the fulleſt a. 

ſurances, that the children of their ſchool have perfect 
liberty to leave it, whenever it is the choice of their 
parents; and that their Sunday ſchool is open to none 
but to thoſe, whoſe parents, freely and deliberately, 
prefer it, to any other, 


This plain and ſimple ſtatement of their views and 
motives in inſtituting and ſupporting a Sunday ſchool, 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters beg leave to ſubmit to the con- 
ſideration of the members of the Church of England. 
They have only to add, that they are willing to make 
every ſacrifice to the deſires and wiſhes of the clergy- 
men, gentlemen, and inhabitants of the town, conſiſtent 
with the principles of their religion, and the peace and 
ſafety of their conſciences. 


IWarwick, Fuly 24, 1791, 
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A Paper, preſented to the Gentlemen aſſembled at 
the Court-Houſe, in Warwick, on Wedneſday, 
July 27, to confer upon the Propriety of per- 
mitting the Proteſtant Diſſenters to Support a 
$ mu School. 


THE Proteſtant Diſſenters, aſſembling at the 
High-ſtreet Chapel, cannot, without great concern, ob- 
ſerve the harmony interrupted, which has fo long and 
ſo happily ſubſiſted between the members of the Church 
of England and themſelves. And they cannot forbear 
to expreſs their ardent hopes and wiſhes, that mutual 
good underſtanding, may, by mutual forbearance and 
candour be again reſtored. 


The Proteſtant Diſſenters / beg leave to aſſure the 
members of the Church of England, that in inſtituting 
a Sunday ſchool it was their ſole intention to provide 
the means of inſtruction for thoſe poor children, who 
could not enjoy the benefit of the Church Sunday 


ſchool; and that their great object has uniformly been, 


not to inſpire the minds of theſe children with ſenti- 
ments unfriendly to the Church of England, but to 
teach them the great principles of religion and good 
morals common to Churchmen and Diſſenters, and to 


Chriſtians of all denominations. | 


The Proteſtant Diſſenters further beg leave to ſay, 
with regard to the parents of the children belonging to 
their ſchoo], that in endeavouring to perſuade them to 

attend 
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attend their place of worſhip, they have taken particular 
care to influence none whom they knew to be regular 
and conſcientious members of the Church of England; 
but thoſe only, who had been accuſtomed to ſpend the 
ſabbath in a manner, which every good Chriſtian, as 
well as themſelves, muſt ſeriouſly diſapprove. They are 
perſuaded the members of the Church of England will 
agree with them, that it is better to attend any place of 
religious worſhip, than none at all. And if theſe poor 
people can be brought to attend the ſervice of the 
Church of England, the great object of the Proteſtant | 

Diſſenters will be anſwered. 


In reply to the remonſtrance lately made to them, 
by the members of the Church of England; the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters are ready to give them the fulleſt af- 
ſurances, that the children of their ſchool have perfect 
liberty to leave it, whenever it is the choice of their 
parents; and that their Sunday ſchool is open to none 
but to thoſe, whoſe parents, freely and deliberately, 
prefer it, to any other. 


This plain and ſimple ſtatement of their views and 
motives in inſtituting and ſupporting a Sunday ſchool, 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters beg leave to ſubmit to the con- 
ſideration of the members of the Church of England. 
They have only to add, that they are willing to make 
every facrifice to the deſires and wiſhes of the clergy- 
men, gentlemen, and inhabitants of the town, conſiſtent 
with the principles of their religion, and the peace and 
ſafety of their conſciences. 


Warwick, Fuly 24, 1791, 


1 28 1 


A Litter to Job Bird, Ejq. 


SIR, 


I AM defired in the name of the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, aſſembling at the High-ſtreet Chapel, to 
convey to you the reſult of their deliberations, reſpect- 
ing their Sunday ſchool; and to beg you will take the 
trouble to communicate it to the reſt of the members 
of the Church of England. 


From the moderation which has ſo long diſtin- 


guiſhed the members of the Church of England, the 


Proteſtant Diſſenters had been led to conceive great 
hopes that the paper preſented to the gentlemen aſſem- 
bled at the Court-houſe, would have proved ſatisfactory. 
And as they ſtill think the propoſal therein made to be 
fair and equitable, they are encouraged to renew it. I 
am therefore directed to ſay, that the Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters are ready to give to the members of the Church 
of England, the fulleft aſſurances, that their ſchool ſhall 
be open to thoſe children only, whoſe parents freely 
and deliberately prefer it, to any other. 


If this propoſal ſhould be thought worthy of any 
attention by the clergymen and gentlemen of the town, 
I am inſtructed farther to propoſe, that two perſons on 
the part of the Church of England, and two perſons on 
the part of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, ſhall be appointed 
to make enquiries into the wiſhes of the parents of the 
children belonging to their ſchool. On the one hand, 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters will agree, that no children 


| ſhall be permitted to continue in their ſchool, whoſe 
parents 


[89] 
parents do not expreſsly defire it. On the other hand, - 
they hope the members of the Church of England will 
alſo agree, that thoſe children whoſe parents may chuſe 
it, ſhall be ſuffered to continue in the quiet and peace- 
able enjoyment of the means of inſtruction, offered by 
the Proteſtant Diſſenting Sunday ſchool]. 


But if the members of the Church of England can 
ſtill think it right to require, that the Sunday ſchool be- 
longing to the Proteſtant Diſſenters ſhall be ſhut, even 
againſt thoſe children who deſire to continue in it; I 
am directed to fay, in the moſt explicit manner, that the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters cannot, poſſibly reconcile it to 
their feelings of duty to diſmiſs a ſingle child, who is 
willing to come to them for inſtruction. 


As the views of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, in the 
conduct of their Sunday ſchool have been much miſ- 
underſtood, I am further inſtructed to ſay, that it is in- 
tended to publiſh an explanation of them, together 
with an anſwer to ſeveral charges brought againſt ſome 
of the Diſſenters, which accordingly will ſoon be pub- 
liſhed, 

I am, 
SIR, 
High- ſtreet, Your humble Servant, 


Auguſt 2, 1791. WILLIAM FIELD. 
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Mr. Bird's Anfwer, | 
8 | Six, | 
_ IN conſequence of your letter of yeſterday, 
| | f I this morning called together thoſe gentlemen of the 
eſtabliſhed Chuch, who aſſembled at the Court-houſe, 
f when the Mr. Parkes preſented the paper you mention, 
"ii | reſpecting the Sunday ſchool ſupported by the Proteſtant 
6 | Diſſenters; and by whom I am deſired to ſay, that the 
1 propoſals you now offer concerning the ſame are un- 


ſatisfactory. 


I am, 


SIR, 
[Cotton End, Your very obedient Servant, 


Aug. 3, 1791 | JOHN BIRD. 
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Copy of the Hund. bill circulated on Thurſday 
Auguſt 4. 


Warwick, Auguſt 4, 1791. 

THE Sunday School eftabliſhed by the 
Diffenters, having given cauſe of alarm to the clergy 
and ſeveral of the inhabitants of the Borough ; the 
attendance of all the inhabitants who are members 
of the Church of England is requeſted at the Court- 
houſe, on Wedneſday next, at twelve & clock, to confer 
upon the ſubjet?. 


Poſtſcript. 


SINCE. the firſt edition of this Letter, 
a number of reſolutions paſſed by the Clergy- 
men and Gentlemen aſſembled at the Court- 
houſe on Wedneſday, Augult the roth, having 
been circulated in the Town; I have now added 
a copy of them, that the public may be in- 
formed of the further proceedings of the mem- 
bers of the Church in this moſt extraordinary 
buſineſs. At firſt this was all the notice I in- 
tended to take of theſe reſolutions; thinking 
that they would not fail to make an impreſſion 
on the public mind greatly in favour of the 
Diſſenters. But I have fince thought that it 
might not be amiſs to accompany them with 
a few remarks, by way of poſtſcript to this 
Letter, for the information of thoſe perſons who 
may not be well acquainted with ſome par- 
ticulars which ought to be made known. 


«© At a numerous Meeting of the Members of the 
Church of England, held at the Court-Houſe 
in the Borough of Warwick, on W edneſday the 
ioth Day of Auguſt, 1791 * 


cc The Reverend WILLIAM DANIEL in the Chair:“ 


« THE Letter addreſſed to the Inhabitants of 


IParwickby Wi lliam Field, dated the 8th of Augu/t, 1791, 
having 
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32 POSTSCRIPT. 


having been publickly read, and ſeveral Witneſſes ex- 
amined, as to the truth of the Aſſertions therein con- 
tained, it clearly appeared, 


And it was unanimouſly reſolved, 


& I, THAT the faid Letter is not a a true repre- 
ſentation of Facts, and therefore has not exculpated 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters, aſſembling at the High-Street 
Chapel, from the Charges brought againſt them.“ 


II. Thar the Charge againſt the ſaid Diſ- 
ſenters of having prevailed, by Promiſes of Reward, 
upon many Perſons, who profeſs themſelves Members 
of the Church of England, to ſend their Children to 
the Sunday-School eſtabliſhed by the ſaid Diſſenters, 
and alſo to go themſelves to the ſaid Diſſenters' Meet- 
ing, has been ſubſtantiated upon the fulleſt and moſt 


ſatisfactory evidence.“ 


« III. Trar the Conduct of the Diſſenters, in 


the inftances above-mentioned, is an evident Encroach- 


ment upon the Church of England, and has a tendency 
to interrupt that mutual Harmony and good Under- 
ſtanding which has hitherto ſubſiſted between the 
Members of the eſtabliſhed Religion, and their diſſent- 
ing Brethren in this Borough.” 


« IV, Trar the Members of the Church of 
England, aſſembled at this Meeting, think it their 
Duty to unite, and will heartily concur, in every legal 
and honourable Meaſure to reſiſt ſuch Attempts, and 
to ſupport the excellent Conſtitution of this Country 
in Church and State.“ 


«KY TRHAr 
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« V. THAT the Reverend Mr. Miller, from the 
commencement of this Buſineſs, has ſupported the 
Character of a conſcientious and good Chriſtian, and 
that the Thanks of this Meeting are due to him for 
his upright and judicious Conduct.“ 


« VI. THaT a Committee be appointed to con- 
ſider and determine upon a Plan for ſupporting the 
eſtabliſhed Church in this Borough. 


« VII. TrarT the Reverend Milliam Daniel, 
Marmaduke Mathews, Robert Miller, James Howell, 
and Hugh Laugharne, Clerks; H. C. Wiſe, H. W. 
Powell, Eſqrs. James Hadow, M. D. Walter Landor, 
M. D. George Cattell, C. P. Packwood, Foſeph Eberall, 
C. G. Fade, Junior, Fohn Welſd, George Warner, 
Clifton Ruding, Fames Hamill, Fohn Bird, and Thomas 
Greenway, Eſqrs. be choſen and appointed a Committee 
for the Purpoſe above-mentioned, and are empowered 
to convene, whenever they deem it neceſſary, a General 
Meeting of the Members of the Church of England 


reſident in this Borough.” 


« VIII. TrarT the Thanks of this Meeting be 
given to the Chairman for his ſteady, able, and im- 
partial Conduct on this Occaſion.” | 


IX. THAT the Chairman be requeſted to ſign 
theſe Reſolutions, and cauſe them to be printed, and 
publiſhed in ſuch Manner, as he ſhall think proper.” 


Wy. DANIEL, Chairman.” 
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34 POSTSCRIPT. 


IN order to form a judgment of the degree of 
credit due to thoſe reſolutions which relate to the con- 
duct of the Diſſenters, it ſhould be obſerved, that the 
meeting conſiſted of the members of the Church of 
England only, and thoſe not the moſt moderate of all 

the members of the Church. The accuſed party, there- 

fore, were not once heard in their defence through the 
whole of this buſineſs. They were tried, convicted, 
and condemned, without being even preſent on the 
occaſion. Nay, there is reaſon to fear, that their pro- 
ſecutor himſelf was their judge. This is certainly a 
mode of proceeding unauthoriſed by the laws of the 
country, and contrary to all the rules of common 
equity. To men of reputable characters, that juſtice 
was denied, which is due even to the vileſt criminals, 
I wiſh theſe gentlemen, who profeſs ſo much to ad- 
mire “ our excellent conſtitution,” had attended, in 
this inſtance, a little more to the ſpixit of it. 


Conſidered as an anſwer to the vindication of them- 


ſelves, lately publiſhed by the Diſſenters, theſe reſo- 


lations, and a hundred ſuch reſolutions, will certainly, 
in the public opinion, ſtand for nothing at all. For to 
what do they amount? To no more than this—that 
theſe reſolutioniſts wh it to be believed, that the Diſ- 
ſenters are artful, deſigning men, who, in ſupport of 
their cauſe, would not ſcruple to do any thing, right 
or wrong, But before the public will paſs the ſame 
ſevere judgment upon them, which theſe gentlemen 
have done; perhaps the public may think it reaſonable 
to require that the evidence againſt them ſhould be 
firſt produced, 


But where were all the moderate Churchmen on 


this great occaſion? I do not find that many of them 


thought 
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thought proper to ſanction the meeting with their pre- 
ſence. The truth, I believe, is, they are as much 
aſhamed of theſe proceedings as myſelf, and reprobate 
as much © the upright and judicious conduct of the 
conſcientious and good Mr, Miller.” And though Mr. 
Miller's chriſtianity, I obſerve, is dated “ from the 
commencement of this buſineſs” (with what truth, 
I, who am a ſtranger to Mr. Miller, cannot determine) 
yet, I ſtrongly ſuſpect, theſe perſons can ſee very little 
of the ſpirit of chriſtianity even in the whole buſineſs 
itſelf. Not that they are wanting in their attachment 
to their church; nor would they fail on all proper oc- 
caſions to ſhew themſelves its ſteady friends. But ſtill 
they may very reaſonably object to uſe violence, fraud, 
or any mean artifice, even in the ſupport of the church 
though Mr. Miller may wonder at their nice ſeruples. 


With reſpect to the many reſpectable names which 
appear attached to this ſet of reſolutions (truly they 
deſerve a better fituation) I am informed that Mr. 
Miller has no authority for uſing ſeveral of them; any 
more than for ſome other names which he has dared 
to uſe in the courſe of this buſineſs. I ſuppoſe this is 
to be one among other «legal and honourable means,” 
which will form a part of Mr. Miller's “ great and 
glorious plan of ſupporting the Church!“ 


I wiſh I were able to give to the public ſome in- 
formation concerning © the full and ſatisfactory evi- 
dence,” on the ſtrength of which, the character of the 
Diſſenters muſt now remain (alas!) for ever ſtigmatized. 
But here I am totally in the dark. The Diſſenters, 
indeed, well know their accuſer, and have contrived to 
get ſome knowledge of their crime ; but of © the full 


and ſatisfactory evidence” on which they are con- 
C2 demned 


g 
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demned, to this moment, they are entirely ignorant.— 
A ſhrewd perſon, perhaps, might eaſily diſcover an ex- 


cellent reaſon for keeping them ſo 


All that J have been able to learn is, that three or 
four witneſſes were brought forward, and examined by 
Mr. Miller, who put ſuch queſtions, no doubt, as would 
| beſt anſwer his purpoſe. And to ſome cool ſpectators, 
report ſays, it clearly appeared, that the witneſſes had 
been inſtructed what to fay on the occaſion, and that 
a little croſ5-examination would inevitably have diſcloſed 


the whole truth. 


I now take my, leave of this buſineſs. From the 
undeſerved reproaches and cenſures of human judges, 
I am thankful, that there is an appeal to a higher and 
more impartial tribunal. In the mean time, under all | 
the ſcandalous reports and wicked calumnies which $ 
have lately been raiſed againſt the Diſſenters, the Diſ- x 
ſenters conſole themſelves—in conſcious innocence. 
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TO THE 


Printer of the B irmingham Gazette. 


Mr. Printer, of * : | 
HE nature of the difference between 


ſome of the members of the Church and the Diſſenters, 
at Warwick, is now, I believe, pretty well underſtood by 
moſt of the readers of your paper. So little of fairneſs, 
honour, and decency, and even of common juſtice, ap- 
peared in the proceedings of one of the clergy, Mr. 
Miller, in this new and ſingular affair, that I found 
myſelf obliged, ſome time fince, to make an appeal to 
the inhabitants at large, in a Letter which is now before 
the public. To what I have there ſtated of Mr. Miller's 
unworthy and diſgraceful conduct, in the courſe of this 
buſineſs, I am truly forry to have occaſion to add an 
account of a recent tranſaction, which is juſt come to 
my knowledge. By this it will appear, that he and one 
other clergyman with him, are determined to per// in 
meaſures which have called forth the juſt indignation, 
not of my particular friends only, but of all ſober and 
thinking men, whether Churchmen or Diſſenters, in 
Warwick or out of it. | 

It is now, Mr. Printer, about three or four months 
ſince our ſagacious prieſt firſt diſcovered that the credit 
of his own ſchool could never be firmly eſtabliſhed, but 
upon the ruins of that of the Diſſenters. Having failed 
in a daring attempt to everthrow it, by acts of open 
violence and bare-faced injuſtice; it will now be ſeen 
that he, ſupported by his own curate, is ſtill eneavour- 
ing to undermine it, by more concealed but not leſs un- 
fair and diſhonourable methods. | 

Your readers will pleaſe to be informed, that two 


young children of the name of Penn had been admitted 


into the Diſſenting ſchool, nearly at the time of its firſt 
| inſtitution; 


„ 
inſtitution; and therefore, being the children of non- 
pariſhioners, at a time when they were not admiſſible 


into the Church ſchools. To the parents of theſe chil- 


dren, a few weeks ago, the man ſo much applauded 
cc for his upright and judicious conduct in ſupport of 
« the Church,” went; and, failing in his other arts of 


perſuaſion, red them money, on the expreſs condition 


that their children ſhould be taken from the ſchool, to 
which they had belonged from their earlieſt infancy, 
and in which the parents declared themſelves well ſatis- 
fied they ſhould ſtill remain. Four ſhillings for each 
child, and a promiſe of ſome further aſſiſtance, were to 
have been the price of this infamous bargain |! 

It might be thought abſolutely incredible, Mr. 
Printer, that the man himſelf ſhould deſcend to the uſe 
of bribery, in fo open and undiſguiſed a manner, who 
has ſo often alleged charges of this kind againſt others, 
on ſuch frivolous grounds and with ſuch apparent diſ- 
dain. But this, we all know, is too common a caſe. 
We all know that the perſons, proteſting with the 
greateſt vehemence againſt a fault or a crime in others, 
are too often found to be the very perſons, who practice 
it themſelves. Of this miſerable weakneſs and incon- 
fiſtence, we ſee a ſad example in the Vicar of St. 
Nicholas. | 

The enſnaring offers of Mr. Miller, though directed 
with all the “ judgment,” or, to ſpeak plain, with all 
the poor and pitiful art, for which he has been ſo much 
extolled by his reverend chairman, and in which he has 
ſince been ſo ſucceſsfully imitated by his obſequious 
eurate, proved in the preſent caſe, it ſeems, of no avail. 
From artful promiſes, therefore, he next proceeded, 
« in the true ſpirit of a conſcientious and good Chrif- 
cc tian,” to try the effect of cruel threats; declaring that, 
if his will was not obeyed, and the children withdrawn 
from the Diſſeating ſchool, “ both parents and children 
ce ſhould be turned out of the pariſh!” And to ſhew a 
complete and perfect example of Chriſtian meekneſs, our 
zealous prieſt declared, moreover, that with theſe all 
other perſons alſo, ſhould be diſmiſſed from the parith, 


who 
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who happened not to be born in it, and who perſiſted 
in ſending their children to a ſchool, interdicted, I pre- 
ſume he added, by his high eccleſiaſtical authority 

Such, Mr. Printer, are the particulars of an affair, 
of which, I confeſs, I cannot even think, without the 
ſtrongeſt emotions of diſguſt and diſdain. Such low 
arts of bribery in a clergyman; ſuch arbitrary and de- 
ſpotic principles in an Engliſhman, ſuch abominable 
and wicked threatnings from a Chriſtian (as they call 
him) are enough to pain every virtuous feeling, to ſhock 
every juſt and generous principle in the mind, and to 
make us almoſt aſhamed that we are men 

Whether Mr. Miller imagines himſelf ſufficiently 
authorized, either by any obſolete law or by the ſpirit 
of the times, to Px Sx iow their homes all perſons, 
chuſing to ſend their children where they think they 
will be beſt inſtructed, I do not know. A few months 
ago, I ſhould ſcarcely have heſitated on ſuch a queſtion. 
A few months ago, 1 ſhould ſcarcely have thought it 
even poſſible that a number of rich, reſpectable perſons, 
who have done no crime, ſhould be burnt out of their 
houſes, as we have ſeen at Birmingham; or that a 
number of worthy, induſtrious poor ſhould be turned out 
of their pariſhes, as we are to ſee at Warwick; at the 
will of any inſolent clergyman in the world. Nor can 
yet perſuade myſelf, that the love of liberty and a re- 
gard to right are ſo entirely eradicated from the minds 
of my countrymen, that they will bear much longer to 
ſee ſuch unrighteous and intolerant proceedings; the 
molt ſo, perhaps, all circumſtances conſidered, of any 
that have yet been recorded in the pages of hiſtory. 
But if I ſhould find myſelf miſtaken, I ſhall certainly 
begin to think it high time, both for the rich and for 
the poor, who feel in any degree, a regard to the deareſt 
and moſt valuable rights of men, to leave not Mr. 
Miller's pariſb only, but Mr. Miller's country alſo, and 
to ſeek abroad thoſe juſt liberties, which we are denied 
at home, : 

In this letter I have taken notice of one only of Mr. 
Miller's unfair attempts to oppoſe and ruin the Diſſent- 
ing ſchool at Warwick, Yet as ſeveral children _—_ 

een 
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been withdrawn from it, whoſe parents had always ex- 
preſſed the greateſt ſatisfaction with the attention they 
received and the improvement they made; there is 
little room to doubt that they were drawn away by 
ſuch vile arts as Mr. Miller ſhews himſelf 3 of 
uſing. Of one ſucceſsful feat of this kind, however, 
performed by the Rev. Mr. Laugharne, I have received 
a particular account; of which, if I ſhould have occa- 
ſion to write again, he may depend upon hearing more 
from me; and which will clearly ſhew him to be 4 
curate altogether worthy of ſuch a vicar. 

T own, Mr. Printer, I am the more aſtoniſhed at 
theſe proceedings of Mr. Miller and Mr. Laugharne, as 
I find they are in direct contradiction to the advice of 
their ſuperior; to whom, therefore, as inferior clergy- 
men, both of them owe obedience. I ſpeak on the 
ſuppoſition that the report is true of the Biſhop's having 
ſent a letter to the members of the church; in which, 
he is ſo fair and candid as to ju/tify the Diſſenters, and 


ſo wiſe and prudent as to recommend that theſe pro- 


ceedings againſt them ſhould be diſcontinued. 

It might be expected that I ſhould make ſome 
apology to thoſe of my townſmen and neighbours, 
many of whom are zealous friends to the church, who 
diſlike as much as I do theſe proceedings of Mr. Miller, 
and who may conſider this letter as tending again to 
interrupt that harmony which 1s ſo peculiarly deſirable, 
among perſons reſiding in the fame town. But greatly 
as I value peace and harmony, I muſt beg leave to ſay 
that I ſhall never conſent to purchaſe it, by a tame ac- 
guieſcence in meaſures which I think deteſtable and 
wicked. And as long as Mr. Miller or Mr. Laugharne 
continue to act, at once, in oppoſition to the plain rules 
of reaſon, juſtice, and common decorum, in contempt 
of the advice of Biſhops, and in defiance of the opinion 
of all wiſe and moderate men; I ſhall never ceaſe to 
expoſe their conduct to the exccration and abhorrence, 
which it deſerves. 

I am, Sir, 
Your humble Servant, 


Warwick, 
October 14, 1791. WILLIAM FIELD. 
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been withdrawn from it, whoſe parents had always ex- 
preſſed the greateſt ſatisfaction with the attention they 
received and the improvement they made; there is 
little room to doubt that they were drawn away by 
ſuch vile arts as Mr. Miller ſhews himſelf candle of 
uſing. Of one ſucceſsful feat of this kind, however, 
performed by the Rev. Mr. Laugharne, I have received 
a particular account; of which, if I ſhould have oc 
ſion to write again, he may depend upon hearing more 
from me; and which will clearly ſhew him to be 4 
curate altogether worthy of ſuch a vicar. 

I own, Mr. Printer, I am the more aſtoniſhed at 
theſe proceedings of Mr. Miller and Mr. Laugharne, as 


I find they are in direct contradiction to the advice of 


their ſuperior; to whom, therefore, as inferior clergy- 
men, both of them owe obedience. I ſpeak on the 
fuppoſition that the report is true of the Biſhop's having 
ſent a letter to the members of the church; in which, 
he is ſo fair and candid as to ju/tify the Diſſenters, and 
ſo wiſe and prudent as to recommend that theſe pro- 
ceedinfs againſt them ſhould be diſcontinued. 

It might be expected that I ſhould make ſome 
apology to thoſe of my townſmen and neighbours, 
many of whom are zealous friends to the church, who 
diſlike as much as I do theſe proceedings of Mr. Miller, 
and who may conſider this letter as tending again to 
interrupt that harmony which is ſo peculiarly deſirable, 
among perſons reſiding in the fame town. But greatly 
as I value peace and harmony, I muſt beg leave to ſay 
that I ſhall never conſent to purchaſe it, by a tame ac- 
guieſcence in meaſures which I think deteſtable and 
wicked. And as long as Mr. Miller or Mr. Laugharne 
continue to act, at once, in oppoſition to the plain rules 
of reaſon, juſtice, and common decorum, in contempt 
of the advice of Biſhops, and in defiance of the opinion 
of all wiſe and moderate men; I ſhall never ceaſe to 
expoſe their conduct to the exccration and abhorrence, 
which it deſerves. 

I am, Sir, 
ME, Your humble Servant, 


Oktober 14, 1791. WILLIAM FIELD. 


